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 From the District Chair: The Revd. Dr. David Hinchliffe 
 The District Office 
 Unit 4b Basepoint Business & Innovation Centre 
 Metcalf Way, Crawley, West Sussex RH11 7XX 

 Tel: 01293 813970 
  e-mail: david.hinchliffe@methodistsoutheast.org 
 

           3 April 2020 

Dear Colleague,         

 

Cancellation of the District’s Representative Synod – Saturday 25th April 2020 

 

The Synod planning group met via Zoom conference call this morning and have taken the 

inevitable decision that the forthcoming meeting of the District Synod, scheduled for Saturday 25th 

April, needs to be cancelled. It seems highly unlikely that the present lockdown response to the 

corona virus/covid-19 will be lifted by the end of April. The next Representative Session of the 

District Synod will therefore take place on Saturday 19th September, from 10am (start) to 

4.30pm at High Cross Church, Camberley. 

 

God in Love Unites Us (GILUU) 

 

The most obvious consequence of the cancellation of the April Synod is that we will also be 

deferring the discussion on the Conference report, God in Love Unites Us until our September 

Synod. This also comes in the light of the Methodist Council’s announcements earlier this week 

that the Methodist Conference will not be able to meet in its usual way. Moreover, as most Synods 

like ours have not been able to discuss and vote in the recommendations contained within GILUU, 

the Methodist Council also decided that the Conference will therefore defer any discussion and 

decision making on the report until the Methodist Conference of 2021. 

So… 

 If you have concluded the consultation in your circuit, your work is done! 

 If your circuit has sent forward Memorials to Conference concerning God in Love Unites 

Us, they will not be considered until the Conference of 2021 along with all GILUU 

business. 

 If the consultations in your churches and/or circuit were still underway – including if your 

circuit meeting wants to send forward proposals for amendments to the resolutions - there 

will still be time to do this before the September Synod, when Synod will vote on the 

resolutions. We will be in touch with a revised time frame in due course. 

 

Coronavirus/covid-19 and the Methodist Church updates 

 

The decision has been taken by the Connexional Team, that rather than bombard you with endless 

emails with the latest updates on Methodist Church matters relating to covid-19, that the primary 

route for up-to-date information will be via the Methodist Church website. It is your responsibility 

to keep up to date! The two key website links are: 

 https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/official-guidance/ 

and in addition, for ministers: 

 https://www.methodist.org.uk/signpostforministry/ 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/official-guidance/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/signpostforministry/
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If you have any questions relating to either of the above, please don’t hesitate to get in touch! 

 

District Office 

 

Please note that whilst Wendy is working from home, the District Office can still be contacted in 

the usual ways via the usual telephone number and email addresses. 

 

Ride on, Ride on in Majesty! 

 

Finally, we are about to enter the most unusual Holy Week any of us have ever experienced – or, I 

pray, ever will experience. Perhaps this year we will understand something of the isolation Jesus 

experienced in ways we might never have experienced before. But we remember too, that Holy 

Week, is not only the gateway to the cross, but also to resurrection and Easter Day. I once heard 

Tony Compolo declare at Greenbelt, “It’s Friday. But Sunday’s a- comin’!” 

 

May God continue to hold you and those dear to you in love. And may we continue to remember 

just how much God so loved the world, and does so still. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
Revd Dr David Hinchliffe 

District Chair 


